protested against alleged pro-Nazi remarks by those officiating". 1 The matter could have passed as an obscure brawl among foreigners, had it not been for the intervention of the oppositional newspaper Excelsior the following day which displayed a distinctly different attitude towards the confrontation of Wednesday night. The paper explained that the meeting had been organized by the Bund, a socialist association of mainly Polish Jews, to honour the memory of Henryk Erlich and Victor Alter, two leading Bund functionaries who after the combined German and Soviet attack on Poland in 1939 had found asylum in the USSR. This campaign had originated in the U.S. and culminated in a number of commemorative meetings in New York, Chicago, Boston and Newark, as well as in London. 4 In Mexico City, however, the meeting of 10 th March had not proceeded as planned: Excelsior reported that prior to the opening of the meeting "an unusual number of people of diverse nationalities" had gathered at the location and did not leave even after the Jewish organizers had advised them that "if they did not understand Yiddish their presence at the meeting would be pointless". The paper concluded that among the crowd a small group attended the meeting intent on provoking disorder, and reported what followed: When Chopin's funeral march was about to be performed, the president of the organizing committee asked everybody present to rise. The communists flatly denied to do this and responded with raised voices: "Down with the Nazi agents!", "Death to the fifth column!", "Long live the Red Army!". And obscuring their
The transnational community of communists in exile in Mexico gathered around the Sociedad de Amigos de la Unión de las Repúblicas Soviéticas Socialistas (SAURSS, Society of Friends of the Soviet Union), and unsurprisingly its secretary general, Fausto Pomar, contradicted the account of Excelsior. In his view, the meeting to commemorate Erlich and Alter had been used "by the Trotskyists and other groups of enemies of the United Nations as a pretext to cause a scandal thereby to further the propaganda of Goebbels in order to create discord among the allied powers." On the night of 10 th of March, the meeting's president José Zacarías had resorted to insults against the Red Army which produced indignation among the majority of those present who protested against the president's statements with shouts of "Viva México!", "Long live the allied forces!", "Long live the Red Army!", "Down with Hitler and Goebbels!", "Down with the fifth column!".
The ensuing brawl had been broken up by the police, and Pomar regarded it as "significant that the organizers had kept their plans secret from the authorities, which is understandable since the Mexican authorities never would have permitted an anti-Allied meeting in this democratic country." 7 Evidently, both parties of this conflict engaged in a blame game which tends to obscure the historical record, but it may well be that what is more significant about Español de 1939 , 6 vols. (Madrid: Taurus, 1976 Francisco Caudet, El Exilio Republicano de 1939 (Madrid: Edición Cátedra, 2005 ; Abdón Mateos, La Batalla de México: final de la Guerra Civil y ayuda a los refugiados, 1939 -1945 (Madrid: Alianza, 2009 ); Fritz Pohle, Deutschland (1937 Deutschland ( -1946 (Stuttgart: Metzler, 1986) ; from a politically more orthodox perspective: Wolfgang Kießling, Alemania Libre in Mexiko. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte des antifaschistischen Exils (1941 Exils ( -1946 , 2 vols. (Berlin: Akademie-Verlag, 1974) . Cultura" (1953 Cultura" ( -1965 Union would occur at the meeting, the Comité Central agreed to recommend to the Bund socialists to cancel the meeting and that all further responsibility in this matter would then rest with the organizers. 19 Evidently, the Comité Central was eager to avoid any involvement with either side of the brewing conflict, and tried to send conciliatory signals to both parties by refusing to withdraw the permission to use the rooms of the Centro Cultural Israelita while simultaneously emphasizing that no public criticism of the Soviet authorities would take place.
Das mexikanische Exil. Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte der politisch-kulturellen Emigration aus
Aside from these internal manoeuvres at the Comité Central, the timing of the planned event in the evening of 10 th of March deserves closer attention. In January, the Mexican The conflict over the correct interpretation of events had begun. The Comité Central had received two letters: the first was signed by Bruno Frei, Leo Zuckermann and Leo Katz (German-speaking communists in exile who had been identified by Excelsior as the main culprits), who explained to the Comité Central their motives for "preventing by force that a meeting was held in memory of Alter and Erlich which was organized by the group Bund last Wednesday"; the second contained a complaint by the Menorah (to which Frei, Zuckermann, and Katz belonged) over why the Comité Central "had not taken appropriate measures to prevent the meeting" in the first place. Drucker, representing the Menorah, asked who were the authors of the report in Excelsior which had put heavy blame on "communist agents", to which Maizel replied, the Bund socialists would not possess this information, but nevertheless he knew the information contained in the article had originated from "persons who have nothing to do with the Jewish community or with the Bund" and that his organisation protested against the contents of the article. For the time being, it seemed that the two organisations would be satisfied with such declarations, and the Comité Central agreed to ignore both letters. 37 Evidently, the Comité Central was trying its utmost to maintain its neutrality in the matter and to ignore the political pressure that resulted from the report in Excelsior. its primary function as a coordinating committee for all parts of the Jewish community in the city.
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The fact that the Comité Central managed to avoid any further involvement may also have to do with the fact that elsewhere in the city the violent confrontation between the anti-Stalinist Left and the communists had been taken to another level. Three weeks after the violent breakup of the meeting of 10 th March, the organisers intended to repeat their attempts of alerting the public to the fate of Henryk Erlich, Victor Alter, and the Italian-born US-American trade unionist Carlos Tresca. By including the latter, who had been shot dead in the center of Manhattan on 11 th January, the focus of the anti-Stalinist campaign had shifted and took on a broader scope of anti-communism among the global trade union movement. While it is now assumed that the killing was the work of the Mafia, the case was never officially resolved, and this gave rise to speculations that the NKVD might have had a hand in his death since Tresca was known for his outspoken criticism of the Soviet Union. April 1943 is concerned, it may be of interest that on the same evening the Spanish CNT had scheduled one of their weekly discussion meetings, the "Jueves de Solidaridad Obrera", to take place in the same building from 8pm. That evening's speaker was Jaime Aragó, anarchist activist from Barcelona, on "Experiencias de la Guerra y la Revolución". scheduled to begin at 9pm, but already at 8pm a group of about a hundred communists, armed with sticks, rattles, daggers, and pistols, is said to have attacked the building where no more than thirty persons had been present. Enrique Adroher Gironella, former member of the Central Committee of the Milicias in Catalonia. Once inside, the report continued, the attackers had started to vandalise the building, and many injuries were reported on both sides, but "fortunately, they met with an active and lively resistance" when the fighting spread through the house. The defenders were able to erect a barricade in front of one of the rooms to protect the lives of the speakers whom the attackers had wanted to lynch on orders of their leaders. Julián Gorkín was reported to have been among those injured. Among the attackers, the defenders of the Centro IberoMexicano recognized "a number of Stalinist pistoleros with orders to gun down some of the activists who were inside the house". The organizers of the Centro Ibero-Mexicano, however, had warned the police in advance, and they arrived early enough "to prevent murder." efforts by a transnational group of communists, the organizers claimed, the commemorative event to honour Tresca, Alter, and Erlich had eventually proceeded "in total tranquility, with all the dignity required for a mournful commemoration", if only with a delay of about an hour.
The report emphasized that all speakers, among them the leadership of the Centro IberoMexicano, the journalist Jacobo Abrams, the CNT leader Emilio Maldonado, a representative of the Bund named Kristal, and Victor Serge "paid tribute to the brave soldiers of the Red Army who are defending the life and future of the Russian people whilst the crimes of the G.P.U. are stabbing the honour of their country in the back." 
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The most shocking aspect of the incident, the Spanish anarchists continued two weeks later, was that Mexico guaranteed the freedom of speech to all while the communists seemed eager to deny this right to all who were not prepared to submit to the slogans of their party. They rejected the communist charge of "Trotskyism" and saw the communists "in conflict with the elementary pre-conditions of spiritual life without which life is not worth living. May the whole world take notice of this. Particularly the Spanish." However, the Spanish Cenetistas who had found themselves in the middle of the violent clashes made it clear that they would not be drawn into this conflict: they regarded Stalinists 1943), 8. According to "a reliable and confidential source", Leo Zuckermann also formed part of this group which was described here as "the high command of the Communist party". 
